.   .   .   OF     OLD,     UNHAPPY    THINGS	325
found. But just because the writer is an apologist for Grant I
will go on to quote his description of the behaviour of
Lee in the enemy country.
"Lee issued orders, on arriving in Pennsylvania, that non-
combatants were not to be molested, that no houses were to be
burned, and that when food was taken it was to be paid for.
Lee happened himself to run across one of his men in the act of
stealing. He had the man tried and, on being found guilty, he
was shot."
General R. E. Lee was a Virginian. Like Washington.
And like Jefferson. I make the comment not so much for
the sake of Virginia as to emphasize the fact that to be born
in an atmosphere of culture is sometimes of advantage . . .
and still more that it is an advantage for the world that
men should be born in an atmosphere of culture. . . .
Because when you read about Lee you feel better . . . and
it is good for the world that you should feel better like that.
But if you read about Sherman you might say: "After all
that is the way wars should be waged/3 And you might go
on to say: "After all it is the more humane way because it
shortens wars and so fewer men will be killed."
It was, no doubt, with that end in view that Washington—
Lincoln's Government, not the Virginian general—wrote
to Sherman: "Should you capture Charleston I hope that
by some accident the place may be destroyed, and if a little
salt should be sown upon its site it may prevent the growth
of future crops of nullification and secession." . - . The
reader should notice the word "Nullification"; it is a precious
light. The writer of that was Henry W. Halleck, but Lincoln
has to bear the responsibility for it—along with every civilian
who voted for him.
§.
I am aware that I show some inconsistency in writing down
Grant and Sherman and Sheridan and the rest as murderers
whilst at least adumbrating admiration for Lee, who lies
in the little chapel at Lexington, or Stonewall Jackson, who
died at Chancellorsville and was as brilliant a cavalry
general as Ney himself. . , . Or if you like to say that

